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     At first,  settlers and travelers in the American West   wore whatever hats 

they had worn back home:    knit caps, wool derbies, or straw sombreros.  

Some wore old sea captain’s caps;   others wore army hats, 

 calico sunbonnets,  homburgs, slouch hats,  or even silk high hats. 

     Everyone wore some kind of hat, though,   because the weather was likely to be 

either burning sunshine, drenching rain,   whipping wind, or swirling snow.   

A hat was important. 

     One hat would come along         that was particularly well suited          to frontier life.  

This is the true story   of that amazing hat –   the hat won the West. 
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